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Moll Ethelwald and Alctred, owing to their uncertain lineage, had desired to emphasize their kingly titles on their coins, whilst those who preceded them, being of the race of Ida, left theirs proudly unadorned with simple names, if we except Ecgfrith (670), whose title of B,ex shows a more classically cultivated time, and probably also a greater monastic influence at court.8
Whether the reverse of this sceatta reads ECGERHT A with the B omitted, or EBGERHT A with the usual square 0 omitted and the B and G transposed, is open to question, but I feel almost sure that the latter is the case, as a comparison of the second letter with the one in the other coin9 shows it to be a B, whilst a 0 of this period is nearly always square, and certainly never barred or Gothic.10
The successor of Alchred, who was banished (774) to the North, was Aethelred I., whose unique coin in my collection had the satisfactory reception which so interesting a relic of a bygone age deserved.11 [PL VII. 3.] This king, after reigning four years, was expelled, and I have, 1 think, some grounds for supposing that the latter coin, with quadruped reverse type, was struck before his expulsion, and therefore between 774 and 779. My reason for this is that I think that his successor, Aelfwald I., struck two different coinages, one which I will call his first with* the quadruped, resembling his predecessor's, and one which I shall refer to later, of a type quite new
8  On the monumental and other Bunic remains the form is usually   the   Angle   word  Cuning,  or   other variant  at all periods.
9  N* C., 3rd Ser., vol. xiii., p. 267.
10  A penny of Offa, B. If. Cat.. 10, and a styca of EtLelred II., B. M., 284, have round Gs, but not barred.
11  2V, 6'., N. Ser^ Miscellanea, vol. xiL, p. 87.